
“Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a 

cheerful giver. And God is able to provide for you with every blessing in abundance, so that by always having 

enough of everything, you may share abundantly in every good work.” 2 Corinthians 9:7,8. 

Dear Christian friends, 

Summer is a time that we relish many things – long languid evenings at home or at a cabin, fresh garden 

produce, the brilliance of blossom and bloom, the soothing succor of chilled beverages. The pace of our normal 

activities slows in the summer weeks. It is a time for us to recharge our whole being – body, mind and soul. The 

summer weeks permit the fruit in the orchard and the vegetable in the garden to grow and ripen for refreshing 

consumption. The earth will renew itself and prepare for the long weeks of winter which lie ahead. 

Vacation time is to allow us to rest and recharge. History informs us that some of these benefits we experience 

today have been hard fought. These “rights” only have come as people have stood against tyrannical employers 

and struggled for just governors. Vacation time has been bargained into contracts and made into law in this 

country. This privilege gives us the opportunity to exercise the Third Commandment. (Remember the Sabbath to 

keep it holy! Exodus 20:8.) God truly knows what we need and provides for those needs. God also understands 

us intimately, so God has given us commandments to guide us in our life. I personally know the need for the 

Sabbath. I annually book a 3-week block for vacation. This is the time I need apart from the parish to get 

recharged. 

Just as we need rest for our bodies, we need nourishment for our souls. We need the Church. Many people will 

say they need a church for baptisms, marriages, funerals, confirmations and support in emergencies. Many 

people in Canada do not know where the income for Churches (and all religious organizations) come from. Some 

people think that they are supported by government funds like hospitals and schools. In Canada the greatest 

percentage of income for a religious organization comes through the free-will offerings of their adherents. 

(Some government funding is available for temporary programming such as a summer day camp.) Individual 

members of Shepherd King Lutheran support this ministry through their weekly offerings. These monies are 

used to pay for staff, maintain the worship center, keep the lights on and the heat functioning, and to provide 

for programming, education and benevolent service to others. All these items demand money and as 

government regulations change more money is demanded simply in “keeping the doors open and the lights on”.  

Summer also is a time in which the financial offerings at Church take a drop. When people are away, a weekly 

offering often is missed. Some people find it difficult to maintain their weekly pledges. Just as my household 

finances must be attended to, so also must the Church’s financial obligations be met. I will be away for 3 weeks 

this summer; however my financial pledge will continue to be honored. I am enrolled in the Pre-authorized 

Offering Program (POP). This program functions exactly like other direct payment plans such as utilities, taxes 

and insurance premiums – a stipulated monthly withdrawal from my bank account occurs. A record of this 

transaction is kept and I receive a charitable receipt annually to account for these monies.  Shepherd King 

Lutheran has a consistent revenue stream and I never have to worry about making up a missed offering. I can 

relax! 

If you are member of Shepherd King Lutheran and wonder how you can consistently support this ministry 

through your financial contributions, I encourage you enroll in POP. It is an opportunity to meet your pledge and 

to be faithful in your living witness as a follower of Jesus Christ. For those of you who are consistently pledging 

your tithe, including those who are already enrolled in POP, I would like to sincerely thank you. God loves a 

cheerful giver and he is able to provide us with every blessing in abundance.  

Have a restful and renewing summer. 

In Christ forever, Pastor Kevin. 


